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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4:00 p.m. (ET) Tuesday, January 10, 2012 is:
“CHANGES IN LUNG FUNCTION APPEAR TO DEPEND ON LEVEL OF MARIJUANA USE OVER A LIFETIME”

Radio script (TRT:55) 
January 10, 2012
VO: FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION…MARIJUANA IS AN ILLICIT DRUG BUT INCREASINGLY COMMON IN THE UNITED STATES. IT IS ALSO USED LEGALLY BY SOME PATIENTS FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES. MARIJUANA SMOKE CONTAINS MANY OF THE SAME ELEMENTS THAT ARE IN TOBACCO SMOKE. A NEW STUDY LOOKS AT WHAT EFFECT MARIJUANA USE HAS ON LUNG FUNCTION. 
“In low to moderate levels of use which are more common amongst Americans it does not appear that there is harm to lung function.” 
VO: DR. STEFAN (Steh-FAHN) KERTESZ (KER-TAYS) FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED A DATABASE OF MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE. THESE INDIVIDUALS REPORTED MARIJUANA AND TOBACCO USE OVER 20 YEARS. THEIR LUNG FUNCTION WAS ALSO MEASURED SEVERAL TIMES DURING THAT PERIOD BY USING STANDARD BREATHING TESTS. THE STUDY APPEARS IN THIS WEEK’S JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“The effects of marijuana change depending on how much a person has used over their lifetime. At very high levels of use it’s a different relationship than at lower levels of use.” 
VO:  CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.  

