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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4:00 p.m. (ET) Tuesday, January 31, 2012 is:
“RE-OPERATION RATES AFTER PARTIAL MASTECTOMY VARY WIDELY FROM HOSPITAL TO HOSPITAL AND SURGEON TO SURGEON”
Radio script (TRT :60)
January 31, 2012
VO: FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION… AFTER A BREAST CANCER DIAGNOSIS THE MOST COMMON OPERATION IS A PARTIAL MASTECTOMY. THE GOAL IS TO SURGICALLY REMOVE ALL THE CANCER AND LEAVE BEHIND NORMAL TISSUE, WHAT’S KNOWN AS CLEAR MARGINS. FAILURE TO ATTAIN CLEAR MARGINS REQUIRES ADDITIONAL SURGERY. A NEW STUDY LOOKED AT HOW RE-OPERATION RATES CAN VARY FROM HOSPITAL TO HOSPITAL AND SURGEON TO SURGEON. 
“The biggest variation we saw for patients with initially clear margins at one hospital, the re-excision rate was two percent at the other hospital it ranged as high as 22 percent.” 
VO: DR. LAURENCE MCCAHILL FROM ST. MARY’S HEALTH CARE IN GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED RE-OPERATION RATES OF MORE THAN TWENTY-TWO HUNDRED WOMEN WHO UNDERWENT A PARTIAL MASTECTOMY AS THEIR FIRST OPERATION. RESEARCHERS COMPARED SECOND SURGERY RATES FROM SURGEON TO SURGEON AND HOSPITAL TO HOSPITAL.THE STUDY APPEARS IN THIS WEEK’S JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“The variation in re-excision rates among surgeons range from zero percent all the way up to 70 percent. There is really a great degree of variation in the care you receive by who you choose to see.” 
VO:  CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.  

