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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4:00 p.m. (ET) Tuesday, January 17, 2012 is:
“ANTI-PLATELET DRUG USEFUL TO BRIDGE PATIENTS WITH CORONARY STENTS TO CARDIAC SURGERY”
Radio script (TRT :60) 
January 17, 2012
VO: FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION…PATIENTS WITH CORONARY STENTS REQUIRE MEDICATIONS TO INHIBIT PLATELET ACTIVITY AND PREVENT CLOTTING. HOWEVER, IF PATIENTS NEED ADDITIONAL SURGERY THAT MEDICATION MUST BE STOPPED SEVERAL DAYS IN ADVANCE BECAUSE IT INCREASES THE RISK OF MAJOR BLEEDING. A NEW STUDY TESTED AN INVESTIGATIONAL DRUG THAT DECREASES CLOTTING RISK AND ALSO LEAVES THE SYSTEM QUICKLY SO SURGERY CAN BE PERFORMED WITHOUT A MAJOR DELAY.

 “We don’t have a way to bridge people right to the point of the operating room so they don’t clot their stent in the days while you’ve stopped the medicines.” 
VO: DR. ERIC TOPOL FROM SCRIPPS TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE INSTITUTE AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED 210 PATIENTS IN NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE WHO NEEDED OPEN HEART SURGERY AND WHO ALSO HAD A RECENT CORONARY STENTING PROCEDURE.  HALF THE GROUP WAS GIVEN A PLACEBO. THE OTHER HALF WAS GIVEN THE DRUG CANGRELOR. THE STUDY APPEARS IN THIS WEEK’S JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“Well, the results were pretty striking on the side of being able to inhibit clotting we were able to do that in all the patients, virtually, with this medicine cangrelor as compared to placebo.” 
VO:  CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.  

